WEATHERLY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 27, 2026
7:00 P.M.

The Regular Meeting of Weatherly Borough Council was held on April 27, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building.

Mayor Michael Bellizia, called the meeting to order, followed by the invocation and pledge of allegiance.
Council Members attending: Joseph Cyburt, Traci Mengle, Jeffery Miller, Norman Richie, Gregory Walters, Michael Bellizia and Vincent Cuddeford II (Via Phone).
Also attending:  Borough Manager Tracy Grover; Atty. James Nanovic; Borough Secretary, Lori O’Donnell; Police Officer, Michael Eyer; Times News reporter, Kelly Socha; Journal Newspaper reporter, Ruth Isenberg; Blue Ridge Cable TV 13 cameraman, Drew Snowberger, and citizens:  Brian Stahl (NorthPoint), Bill Beattie, Judy Desrosiers, Georgeann Herling, Irvin Richie, Beth Parker and John McHugh.
MINUTES: 

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 23, 2026, were presented to Council for approval.
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 23, 2026, were approved on a motion by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Jeffery Miller, and approved by general acclaim of Council.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer’s Report for March, 2026, was presented and reflected a balance of $354,970.86.

The Treasurer’s Report for March, 2026, was approved on a motion by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Norman Richie and approved by general acclaim of Council.
BILLS:
The bills for April, 2026, totaling $312,714.89 were presented to Council.
Norman Richie questioned the bills for Keystone Technology and it was explained that they were for the Gas-Boy system computer.  A new machine had to be built to run the gas pumps because the previous machine was old and was about to stop working.
The bills for TOPP were questioned and they were for the maintenance contract for the number of copies produced from the machines.
The bill for F & L Doors was also questioned and that was to fix the garage door that came off the track at the street/electric garage.

A motion to approve all of the bills was made by Norman Richie, seconded by Joseph Cyburt and were approved by general acclaim of Council.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Officer Edward Kubert Recognition:
Judy Desrosiers from the American Legion Auxiliary recognized Officer Edward Kubert for his emergency response and action to help a man at their Family Share Event.  
Medical Incident at the American Legion Auxiliary Family Share Event:

Georgeann Herling thought the man fell, but it was actually an emergency situation.  Officer Edward Kubert responded and the ambulance was called.  The person ended up in the ICU at the hospital.
Property Offered for Use by Police for Speed Timing:

John McHugh from Maple Street stated that he was a safety professional and that there is a lot of traffic coming down Hudsondale Street.  He said the police had his permission to sit in his driveway on Hudsondale Street to catch speeders.  He said that he appreciates everything that Council and our First Responders do.
BUSINESS:
1. Discussion to Adopt Ordinance to Vacate Blakeslee Avenue, Walnut Alley & Seventh Street.
Atty. James Nanovic stated that Atty. Cynthia Yurchak’s clients want them vacated.  The ordinance is ready to adopt if Council wishes.  Atty. Slusser emailed Atty. Nanovic and said that the school has revoked their consent, but the ordinance had been advertised.
ORDINANCE NO. 2026  -  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF WEATHERLY BOROUGH VACATING PORTIONS OF BLAKESLEE STREET, WALNUT ALLEY AND SEVENTH STREET LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH OF WEATHERLY, COUNTY OF CARBON, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA



WHEREAS, Borough Council has received a Petition to vacate portions of Blakeslee Street, Walnut Alley and Seventh Street located in the Borough of Weatherly, a copy of which Petition is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.  and,



WHEREAS, Borough Council does hereby agree to vacate those portions of Blakeslee Street, Walnut Alley and Seventh Street.



NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby ordained by the Borough Council of Weatherly as follows:


That the following streets as shown on the attached Petition which is marked as Exhibit “A” is hereby vacated:

1.
Blakeslee Street beginning at the south side of the intersection of Blakeslee Street and Sixth street, south to the south east corner of a Lot identified as tax parcel number 102A2-59-J30 (Watson), a distance of approximately 505 feet encompassing all of Blakeslee Street between 6th street and 7th street extended. 

2.     Walnut Alley beginning at the south east corner of a lot identified as tax parcel number 102A2-59-J23.02. (now, or formerly Houser) west to the southwest corner of the lot identified as tax parcel 102A2-59-J22 (now or formerly Tarone) and the northwest corner of lot number 10A2-59-J28 (now or formerly Tarone) a distance of 196 feet. 

3.
Seventh Street beginning at the westerly line of a lot identified as tax parcel number 102A2-59-J2 (now or formerly Weatherly Area School District) being parallel to the northeast corner of lot identified as tax parcel number 102A2-59-J30 (now or formerly Watson) thence west to the southwest corner of lot identified as tax parcel number 102A-59-J28 (now or formerly Tarone) a distance of 86 feet.


The Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after enactment.

A motion to approve the Ordinance to Vacate Blakeslee Avenue, Walnut Alley & Seventh Street was made by Norman Richie, seconded by Joseph Cyburt and approved by roll call vote:


Jeffery Miller

Yes

Gregory Walters
Yes



Joseph Cyburt

Yes

Vincent Cuddeford II
Yes



Traci Mengle

Yes

Norman Ricie

Yes





Michael Bellizia
Yes

2. Discussion on Fishing at Eurana Park.
Tracy Grover stated that John Furmanchin said that he did not believe there were enough fish in the lake to be worthy of fishing.  They were not even coming to the surface when fish food was thrown in the water.
Joseph Cyburt asked Atty. Nanovic if someone wanted to go down and run a fishing business on their own would that be permitted.  Atty. Nanovic said that he would advise they get their own insurance.  Jeffery Miller felt that they should just let people go and fish.  Atty. Nanovic said that they can go fish on their own.  Joseph Cyburt said that paid fishing can get costly and we should not waste the money on it.  Norman Richie said that we should put up “Fish at Your Own Risk” signs.  Tracy Grover asked Council what hours they wanted to allow fishing.  Jeffery Miller suggested the afternoon hours when someone is at the park.  Joseph Cyburt suggested the morning hours.  Traci Mengle suggested no time allotment, just so they follow the Fish and Game Fishing Rules.  Fishing allowed during park hours.
A motion to open Eurana Park up to fishing following PA Fish Commission rules during park hours was made by Michael Bellizia, seconded by Joseph Cyburt and approved by general acclaim of Council.

3. Discussion and Appointment of Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor.
Due to Atty. Susan Sernak-Martinelli withdrawing herself as the Zoning Hearing Board solicitor with no reason given, this position needs to be filled.  Tracy Grover stated that she reached out to multiple solicitors to see if anyone was interested in submitting a Letter of Interest with their rates.   She received the following responses:


Atty. Donald Karpovich from Freeland - $150/Hr.


Atty. Stephen Seach (The Seach Law Offices) from Sugarloaf -   $150/Hr. + Travel Time



Atty.  John Lucas (Slusser Law Firm) from Hazleton -   $150/Hr.

Jeffery Miller questioned how often the Zoning Hearing Board meets and Atty. Nanovic said maybe once or twice a year if that.

A motion to table the hiring of a Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor was made by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Traci Mengle and approved by general acclaim of Council.
4. Discussion and Possible Action on the ICE 287(g) Program. 

Chief Bogart was interested in the 287(g) Program – Task Force Model.   This allows officers to identify and report suspected aliens not charged with crimes (under ICE oversight) and exercise limited immigration authority on ICE-led task forces.    This would be during normal duties/traffic stops of pulling someone over for going through a stop sign, speed, DUI reckless driving, etc.
The benefits of the Task Force Model Reimbursement Plan may include:

· $7,500 for equipment per trained Task Force Officer

· $100,000 for new vehicle per the Memorandum of Agreement

· Salary & benefits reimbursed per trained Task Force Officer

· Overtime funds up to 25% of salary

Some of the surrounding are Police Departments that are already part of the program are:


Hazleton

Frackville Borough

Luzerne County District Attorney Office

Mahoning Twp
Mahanoy Twp


Mahanoy City Borough


Salem Twp

Shenandoah Borough

Schuylkill County Sheriff’s Office









West Hazleton Borough


Currently looking into the program are Sugarloaf and Nesquehoning.

Vincent Cuddeford II stated the following problems:

· Officer out on the street is not allowed to do anything without training.

· It’s not our call to do anything, they must contact ICE to detain someone and proceed.
Traci Mengle stated that the first signed memorandum of agreement must be done and the last one signed was in 2025 and it said no overtime paid and no benefit.  A change in 2026 allowed 25% of overtime payment.  She said she hoped it would be updated.  There is also a possibility of lawsuit for racial profiling.  Traci Mengle felt it should be looked into further.  

Joseph Cyburt said it would be nice to have someone come in and explain the program to Council.  It was stated that the closest detention center was in Pike County, which is 1 ½ hours each way from here and the officer’s time.  Tracy Grover stated that after funds dry up, there is no more money.  Traci Mengle said that you can opt out at any time, but if you opt out the Borough would have to fund it.  Atty. Nanovic said that he never heard of the program until it came up here.
A motion to table the ICE 287(g) Program for more information was made by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Greg Walters and approved by general acclaim of Council.

5.  Discussion and possible action on the NorthPoint Property(s).
Michael Bellizia said he has anxiety over this by the public.  This is the property going up the right side of Plane Street.  We would control what happens with property.  We are not going to put a data center on the property.  The cost to the Borough would be to record the deed and transfer fees which could be a couple thousand dollars.
Brian Stahl from NorthPoint stated they were looking to donate the property and trust the municipality would do the right thing with the property.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-___

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF WEATHERLY BOROUGH, CARBON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING BOROUGH’S ACQUISITION OF LAND, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN AGREEMENT RELATING TO THE DEDICATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF PROPERTY LOCATED IN WEATHERLY BOROUGH, AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING ALL OTHER NECESSARY APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ACCOMPLISH THE ACQUISITION.

WHEREAS, Weatherly Borough is a political subdivision, municipal corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania situate in Carbon County duly established and lawfully existing under and pursuant to the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Butler Enterprises, Inc. is the owner of vacant land located in Carbon County as more particularly described in a Deed dated______ recorded in the Office for the Recording of Deeds in and for Carbon County in Book 275 Page 172 containing Tax Parcel Identification Numbers 111-60-Q2 and 111-60-Q23 (the "Property"); and,

WHEREAS, Butler Enterprises, Inc. desires to convey the Property to the Borough subject to the terms described in Exhibit "A" being the proposed Agreement relating to the dedication acceptance of property; and,

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Section 1201(4) of the Pennsylvania Borough Code, the Borough may require by gift or otherwise, deemed to be in the best interest of the Borough, subject to the restrictions, limitations or exceptions set forth in the Borough Code; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough to acquire the land and that the restrictions set forth in the attached Exhibit "A" are acceptable to the Borough.

NOW THEREFORE, be it adopted and resolved by the Borough Council of Weatherly Borough as follows;
SECTION 1. The Borough Council hereby authorizes and approves the acquisition of the land from Butler Enterprises subject to the terms as set forth in the Agreement attached as Exhibit "A".
SECTION 2. The Borough Council hereby designates authorizes and directs the Borough Manager to execute and deliver the attached Agreement and further authorizes and directs the taking of all the necessary and appropriate actions to accomplish the acquisition in accordance with the terms specified in Exhibit "A" including the execution and delivery of records and documents in connection with settlement and payment of any sums that may be required, therefore. 

This Resolution was duly adopted this ___ day of __________ 2026 by the Borough Council of Weatherly Borough in lawful session duly assembled.

Michael Bellizia said he would like to discuss the matter in executive session.

COMMENT FROM COUNCIL:

Michael Bellizia announced street sweeping would be taking place May 4th to the 11th.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  PERSONNEL & REAL ESTATE
A motion to enter into executive session at 7:46 pm was made by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Jeffery Miller.
A motion to exit the executive session at 8:59 pm was made by Norman Richie, seconded by Traci Mengle.
Adoption of Resolution to Acquire Property from NorthPoint.
A motion to adopt the Resolution to Acquire Property from NorthPoint was made by Norman Richie, seconded by Jeffery Miller and approved on a roll call vote:

Vincent Cuddeford II

No

Norman Richie
Yes


Traci Mengle


Abstain
Gregory Walters
Yes


Joseph Cyburt


Yes

Jeffery Miller

Yes





Michael Bellizia
Yes

ADJOURN:
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 pm was made by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Gregory Walters.[image: image1.jpg]




