WEATHERLY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 24, 2026
7:00 P.M.

The Regular Meeting of Weatherly Borough Council was held on August 24, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building.

Mayor Michael Bellizia called the meeting to order, followed by the invocation and pledge of allegiance.
Council Members attending: Vincent Cuddeford II, Joseph Cyburt, Traci Mengle, Jeffery Miller, Norman Richie, Gregory Walters, and Michael Bellizia.
Also attending:  Borough Manager Tracy Grover; Atty. James Nanovic; Borough Secretary, Lori O’Donnell; Police Chief Michael Bogart; Times News Reporter, Kelly Socha, Blue Ridge Cable Channel 13 cameraman, Michael Ruano and citizens:  Bill Beattie, Beth Parker, Eve Scott, Megan Scott, Rachel Scott, Donna Knepper, Robert Hallahan, Robert Maclachlan, Paul John Hadzick, Michael Hadzick, Michael Hadzick (Former Owner of Heritage Marble & Tile), and Kelly Medico.
MINUTES: 

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 27, 2026, were presented to Council for approval.
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 27, 2026, were approved on a motion by Norman Richie, seconded by Jeffery Miller, and approved by general acclaim of Council.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer’s Report for July 2026 was presented and reflected a balance of $671,045.75.

The Treasurer’s Report for July 2026 was approved on a motion by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Gregory Walters and approved by general acclaim of Council.
BILLS:
The bills for August 2026, totaling $502,441.70, were presented to Council.
A motion to approve all of the bills was made by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Norman Richie and were approved by general acclaim of Council.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Mayor Bellizia stated that at the last meeting things got off topic and he would like to stay on topic at this meeting.  Anyone who would like to speak must go to the microphone and state their name and will have a three-minute time frame to address their concern(s).

Mayor Bellizia explained the Online/Phone Payment process which the Borough had implemented.
The question was asked if the Police Department is on duty 24 hours a day, 7 days a week yet.  Chief Bogart stated that with the new hires they are pretty much back to 24/7 coverage again.  Robert Maclachlan asked how often the State Police are on call.

Paul John Hadzick Concerns:

· Asked how far the trail is?
· Park should be renovated as planned

· Take out the cast iron piping at Penn Rose

· 2024 Audit Report showed the solicitor was paid $25,000

· He had the meeting time down to 20 minutes when he ran them

· In 2024 the Police Deposit expense was $1,000,000 and we would be able to have a State Police Substation here for $17,000/month.

· He said the Borough should stop giving power for free and cited the following examples:  Hillclimb and Festival.   Joseph Cyburt commented that the Hillclimb would be willing to for the electric they use.

BUSINESS:
1. Discussion on Online Payment for Credit Cards.
This item was explained by Mayor Bellizia in the Public Comment portion of the meeting.

Paying online would cost the customer $3.00 or 3% of the payment amount as a fee using a Credit/Debit Card or $1.50 if paying by E-Check.  Both options are available as well as access to their utility bills.
2. Discussion on Wilbur Street.
At last month’s Council meeting Eve Scott came to the meeting in reference to an issue with parking and access to her property from Wilbur Street.  Mrs. Scott provided the Borough with a copy of the survey she had done and it showed that Wilbur Street ends before her property and that access to both of her parcels would be going on to Norfolk Southern property.  James Nanovic also stated that the survey did not show her property extending to Wilbur Street.
Michael Hadzick, former owner of Heritage Marble & Tile Shop that was located on Carbon Street next to the Scott property, said that he asked Harold Pudliner, former Borough Manager, about the alley between their properties and easement for the Scotts to use the alley.  Mr. Pudliner told him that if it was not used it would go away.

Eve Scott said that it was an alley used for off street parking.  Mr. Hadzick put in sidewalks above grade which became a problem for entry, so they used the back entry to the alley from Wilbur Street.

3. Discussion and Possible Motion to Approve Addendums to the Lease Option Agreements Between the Borough of Weatherly and the Schwab School Associates Regarding the Schwab School and Parking Area.
Both Atty. Nanovic and Tracy Grover were contacted by the consultant representing ABC Alliance for Building Communities regarding a 30-year additional option to the current 45-year lease option agreement already in place for the Schwab School and parking area.  The representative informed them that the investors for the project are asking for this and unless it was approved, the deal would likely not go through.  This would be an option to lease each for a term of 45 years and an additional option to lease for 1 additional period of 30 years for a total of 75 years. They need a longer lease for financial purposes.  Paul Hadzick stated that he and Mr. Pudliner discussed that the school and county would not abate the taxes until they fill the building to take it off the tax roll for 45 years is too long.  He felt that it would be a mistake for Council to go for the 45 years instead of 10 years.  Joseph Cyburt stated that if they didn’t do it the project would fall through.  Beth Parker added that they have had it for so long and done nothing with it, no guarantee they will do anything in the 45 years.  Paul Hadzick added that the Borough never bid out the project.  Tracy Grover stated that ABC Group bid out the annex and it was too expensive.  Now the Borough will need to tear down the annex.  ABC Group needs investors to do the project.  Paul Hadzick said that Umbriac gave a bid of $150,000.
 The representative anticipated work on the Schwab School would begin as soon as a month to 6 weeks from August 11th that would include the roof and basement.

The Borough will be bidding out the demolition on the annex building to utilize the $250,000 DCED grant the Borough received.  The engineer is working on the bid package and will hopefully go out to bid in the next month or two.  They also hoped to hear about the LSA Statewide $550,00 grant for the demolition in September.

ADDENDUM TO LEASE OPTION AGREEMENT (SCHWAB SCHOOL, WEATHERLY, PENNSYLVANIA) BETWEEN

BOROUGH OF WEATHERLY AND THE SCHWAB SCHOOL ASSOCIATES, L.P.
This Addendum (“Addendum”) to the Lease Option Agreement (Schwab School, Weatherly, Pennsylvania) (the “Agreement”) between Borough of Weatherly, a Pennsylvania municipal corporation (“Borough”) and The Schwab School Associates, L.P., a Pennsylvania limited partnership (“Schwab”) is entered into this   day of August, 2026, by and between Borough and Schwab (Borough and Schwab, individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”).
WHEREAS, the Parties entered into the Agreement effective December 22, 2025, pursuant to which the Borough is granting Schwab the option to lease the Property identified in the Agreement for a term of forty-five (45) years, to develop the Property for use primarily as affordable rental housing; and

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to amend the Agreement to extend the length of the lease
option.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereto, in consideration of the mutual covenants and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, and intending to be legally bound, agree as follows:

1. The Parties agree to delete Paragraph 1 of the Agreement in its entirety and replace it with the following, which shall read as follows:

“1.  Option. Optionor hereby grants to Optionee an option (“Option”) to lease the Property from Optionor for a term of forty-five (45) years subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. Optionee may exercise the option by written notice delivered to Optionor at any time prior to December 31, 2026. Optionee shall have the option to extend the term of the lease for one (1) additional period of thirty (30) years to commence immediately upon the expiration of the initial forty-five (45) year term.”

2. Except as otherwise amended and supplemented in this Addendum herein, all other provisions of the Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

ADDENDUM TO LEASE OPTION AGREEMENT (PARKING AREA) BETWEEN BOROUGH OF WEATHERLY AND THE SCHWAB SCHOOL ASSOCIATES, L.P.

This Addendum (“Addendum”) to the Lease Option Agreement (Parking Area) (the “Agreement”) between Borough of Weatherly, a Pennsylvania municipal corporation (“Borough”) and The Schwab School Associates, L.P., a Pennsylvania limited partnership (“Schwab”) is entered into this   day of August 2026, by and between Borough and Schwab (Borough and Schwab, individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”).

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into the Agreement effective December 22, 2025, pursuant to which the Borough is granting Schwab the option to lease the Premises identified in the Agreement for a term of forty-five (45) years, to use as an off-street parking site; and

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to amend the Agreement to extend the length of the lease option.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereto, in consideration of the mutual covenants and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, and intending to be legally bound, agree as follows:

1. The Parties agree to delete Paragraph 1 of the Agreement in its entirety and replace it with the following, which shall read as follows:

“1.  Option. Optionor hereby grants to Optionee an option (“Option”) to lease the Premises from Optionor for a term of forty-five (45) years subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. Optionee may exercise the option by written notice delivered to Optionor at any time prior to December 31, 2026. Optionee shall have the option to extend the term of the lease for one (1) additional period of thirty (30) years to commence immediately upon the expiration of the initial forty-five (45) year term.”

2. Except as otherwise amended and supplemented in this Addendum herein, all other provisions of the Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, intending to be legally bound, the Parties hereto have caused this Addendum to be executed as of the date first above written.

A motion to table this item was made by Traci Mengle, seconded by Joseph Cyburt and approved by general acclaim of Council.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Donna Knepper stated that she attended the last meeting about the rooster problem in her neighborhood and now there are more roosters in town.  She also explained that Mr. Braun at 647 West Main Street had a discussion with her stepfather.  Mr. Braun said he would go to the ACLU and threatened to sue her and then Donna said she would sue the Borough and the Code Enforcement Officer.  The Code Enforcement Officer, Thomas Breznitsky, went up the street and did not stop to look at the condition of Braun’s property.   A house four houses down the street from her got rid of 2 roosters for fighting and went and got 2 new roosters.  Mr. Breznitsky saw (with her) the person at the end of Dean Gray Alley has roosters.  She said the roosters are crowing at 4 am.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: PERSONNEL 
A motion to enter executive session at 7:34 pm was made by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Norman Richie.
A motion to exit the executive session at 8:48 pm was made by Joseph Cyburt, seconded by Vincent Cuddeford II.
ADJOURN:
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 pm was made by Norman Richie, seconded by Jeffery Miller.[image: image1.jpg]
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